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An  illustrated record since the firm’s foundation



ENRICO ANGELO
LUDOVICO NEGRETTI

Dorn |Ield
Died 1879

JOSEPH WARREN
LFAMBRA

HBorn 18312
Pied 18T




Como, birthplace of Henry Megrecti, circa 1830

The firm was founded in 1850 by H. Negretti and J. W. Zambra
and soon gained a good reputation both at home and abroad owing
to the excellence of its products. In the early days the firm’s
activities were confined to the manufacture of meteorslogical
or, as they were called then, Philosophical Inscruments, and several
patents were granted to MNegretti & Zambra covering many
improvements in design and construction. In [85] we patented
a maximum thermometer and the following is an extract
from the Report of the Astronomer Royal, May, 1852 —

" We have for several years been very much troubled

by the failures of the Maximum Self-registering Thermometer

-

—a



&r. Gotchard Pass, crossed by the founder en his journey co London

. a construction invented by
Negretti & Zambra appears likely
to evade this difficulty . . . the
specimens of this instrument we
have tried answer very well.”
Even now, nearly 100 years after,
this type of maximum thermo-
meter is in universal use and
the only ane employed for

Meteorological readings.

Cild Leacher Lane, origmal site of Flenry Megreeti's first

chterprise, |B43
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Partnership Indenture between Hepry Megretci and Joseph Zambrea, dated April 29th, 1850

In 1857, we specially devised and constructed for Admiral
Fitzroy the double bulb Deep Sea Thermometer for taking
sea temperatures at great depths, This is the only type em-
ployed at the present day for great depths and has been

ade for depths up to 15000 feet and to withstand a pressure
of seven tons without damage. Another important improve-
ment of those early days was enamelling the backs of ther-
mometer tubes which enabled an extremely fine thread of
mercury to be seen and consequently a much more sensitive
thermometer to be employed. Practically all present day

glass thermometers have enamelled backs.



Hatran Garden—che ariginal premises of the parcnership

At Admiral Fitzroy's suggestion we carried out improve-
ments in the construction of Mercurial Barometers so as to
enable the instruments to withstand the concussion on board
ship arising from the discharge of heavy guns. In this
connection it is interesting to read parc of the report
from Capt. Hewlett, C.B., to Admiral Fitzroy :—

“In the chird series of experiments, Mr. MNegretti being

present, five of the new pattern barometers were sub-

jected to the concussion produced by firing a 68-pounder
gun with shot and 16 lb. of powder."”

Rather a different charge to that employed at the present

day—but that was in |863 aver 80 years ago.



The opening of the Great Exhibition by Queen Yictarl on May Ist. 185

Other improvements were made in Aneroid Barometer
construction and the instruments used by Mr. Glaisher in
his balloon experiments were made by Negretti and Zambra.
In his "* Travels in the Air," page 89, he writes—'' A third
Aneroid graduated down to five inches . . . read the same
as the Mercurial Barometer throughout the high ascent to
seven miles, September 5th, 1862. | have ctaken this

instrument up with me in every subsequent high ascent."






